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Hiking across Hills and Mountains

The High Tatra

When | was leaving the Technical College in Jun@319 set off with my parents for a one-
week trip to theHigh Tatrg | went there for the first time. We were hikingHt, with small
rucksacks only. We walked the length and breadth@mountains: we got through Main
Track, climbed the winding path abo®®pradské Pleq and got through two passes —
PrielomandPolsky Hrebenlt was before the peak season and we could enggikbnce of
valleys, watch chamois and marmots, and feastyes en the mountain nature. We climbed
Rysy(2499m) and immortalized ourselves with V.l.Lettieré. Finally we took a bath in the
limpid water of Strbske Ple&o

We stayed overnight at mountain huts and we maitdydishes made of dry food — soup mix,
rolled oats etc. When | returned home, | was lighte5 kg; at my height of 193 cm |
weighed 71 kg onfy Mountain trips are obviously excellent meansriucing one’s

weight; they provide so much experience that ongefis to eat.

Next time | visited the High Tatra in June 1968wés eventful time: thBrague Springvas
culminating and | had just graduated at Technigglersity. My university colleagiavas
guiding a group of East-German tourists there anohvited me there as his (unofficial)
assistant. They were nice, mostly young peopleeth@s one Norwegian among them, who |
palled up with. | was short of money at that timel &had to forgo some meals. We diligently
climbed across the mountains and we naturally distussed the politics; they were loyal to
their country, the German Democratic Republic,they spoke reasonably. When | was
saying good-bye to them at Main Railway StatioRPiague, they pointed to the disorder
governing there — there were lots of bums and bippll around. The police ceased to use
coercive means those times and this kind of peggileered at busy places. It must be noted
however that the atmosphere was friendly and relaxel there was not so much criminality
as today.

! Tatranska Magistrala

2 Mountain lake

% Lenin climbed Rysy from the Polish side twicelie tyears 1913-1914. A memorial plaque of this eweiht
his relief was placed there and since 198limbing Rysy by Youtlwas organized.

* Strbské pleso, a lake situated at the foot ofTthtea

> My present weight is about 105 kg, so | am cagyiroad of 34 kg

® Jiti Kostelecky
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A break in the pass. From the left to right: thader of Germans, J.Kostelecky, the
Norwegian and the author. The High Tatra, June8L96

The situation in the High Tatra was much markedhgyconstruction of a motorway along
foot of the mountains in seventies. At the same timew hotels and luxury shops were built
around the motorway. Mountain tracks became croveaetlone had wait in queue before
some demanding stretches. Moreover, the visitors wet so disciplined as before and some
tracks had to be closed to prevent devastatioave lvisited the High Tatra several times
since then but my impression was always mixed. Akagpent in the middle of Tatra’s nature
has only remained a memory.

Romania — the Carpathians

After finishing military service in August 1969 las enrolled for a one-year stage at the
Institute of Macromolecular Chemistrin Prague. There | palled up with Jdrdath whom
we set off for a hitch-hiking peregrination acrégsmania in July 1970. We had prepared
carefully for the trip: we waterproofed the tewipk pills for treating water for drinking, and
we also learned some elements of the Romanian dgegWe went by train from Prague to
Cluj and set off by hitch-hiking to Constanca, wrcsituated on the coast of the Black Sea.
There lived a pen-friend of my sister Lfd#/e simultaneously bought tickets with
reservation for the return, but from a differerdaqd — from Brasov in north Romania, at the
foot of the Transylvanian Alps.

Hitch-hiking is quite common in Romania but thedri pay for the lift. The hikers often
travel in the body of vans, loaded with various enials or animals, e.g. pigs. We first
traveled in an empty refrigerator van, togethehwitRomanian student. When the driver
asked us for money, the student helped us to p#eduan that we are traveling to recognize
the country and we shouldn’t pay. We had never fmid lift and some of the drivers
expressed sympathy for us, because Romania wasraide during the Soviet invasion in
August 1968.

" The institute was established by Otto Wichteltie, inventor of eye lenses. In 1970 he was remonged the
post of director due to his political engagement

8 Jaroslav Kratochvil

® They got acquainted via organized friendship tbsts
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We also wanted to go to the nearby mountains. ABageno detailed map, we headed
haphazardly to the nearest mountain range. Thel@aths into a valley. We passed by a herd
of small cattle and climbed onto the ridge. Thessendeserted pastures overgrown with
weeds. We met nobody there. We went downhill akigook and came to a railway line. As
we went along the track, a dog ran from a kennélahme, but it wasn’t grave. We went on
across an undulating steppe; there were neithes trer fields. We met a man dressed in
traditional cloth pants.Chleba dala mu! Cigareta dala mu! Lei dala fhbegged he in an

odd Slavonic languadfe There was a skinny horse grazing nearby. Themetea group of
boys — they begged in a similar way. We came tiflage. There were gardens with flowers
around the houses surrounded by wooden fencesowmuanicated with the people there in
Russian.

On the mountain path (J. Kratochvil). Romania, 1970

We got a lift to the centre of Bucharest. The tigked rather ugly — the “Stalin-Rococo”
prevailed, so we didn’t stay long. We tried to asknebody how to get to the clearway but
with no success. Finally we got at random, on mtrBhere was a group of children who
understood what we wanted and they showed us thieW@a found ourselves on the
periphery amidst wooden shacks and roaming doggdtgetting dark. We looked for a place
to camping and finally we slept in a corn field ndge highway. The traffic was high even in
the night — gypsy carts were rushing by.

0 “Give me bread! Give me cigarettes! Give me motaj!"{
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Urban development in Bucharest, Romania 1970

When | woke up in the morning, | felt languid aratlha fever. We got a lift to the Danube
ferry in the body of a van. It took an hour uniétferry came. It was very hot. | hid in the
shade on the other bank and Jarda was scrappiadiftip/Ve were lucky — a car took us to
the house of my sister’s friends in Constanca. Ttegd up for us immediately — but | got
strong diarrhea and | had to spend most time at Thekish privy combined with a shower.
There were other Czech people staying there arydttio& me to hospital.

| was investigated by a German-speaking doctor mvade fun of me that | travel by hitch-
hiking being a physicist. | lay in a room togetheéth a Slovak medical student who was
down with pneumonia. He described to me all théatilties he had to overcome before he
got here and the scandalous situation in Romangiaal care. | was lucky — | had dysentery
and its treatment was free due to Czech-Romaniageagent. | was discharged in four days.

I met with Jarda, but by some coincidence we lasheother; we possibly wanted to live it up
in one’s own way. | roamed one or two days alomgdtifiore and then | bought the ticket for
BrasoW. This town belongs to the region with a Germana&pg minority. | visited the
winter resort situated on a mountain plain. Thedgs there looked like timbered
Walachian houses in north Moravia. | joined twodsah tourists and we undertake a trip
along the surrounding ridge with conserved flora.

™ In fact, it was quite complicated to get it: | hadask my sister’s friend for help. We had to gatiravel
agency and wait in a long queue.
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In the mountains above Brasov, Romania 1970

When | was returning back to the town, there wawianming pool on the way. | wanted to
swim a little there but the hygienic conditions eewful. On the way to the railway station |
met Jarda and we took our train for home. We taltheother our experience and were lucky
that our adventure turned out to be with no harm.

From Romania | went directly to Roznov, where hgi the development division of TESLA
Roznov Electronic$in August 1970. | was rather thin and had no menégnly ate bread
and buttermilk. Shortly later a group of young wenkappeared at our division who
graduated in Bratislava. | found a friend amongrtheJura Neradil. We shared a common
hobby — hiking.

The local hiking club organized regular trips inste¥n Slovakia, especially ¥ratna Valley

in the Little Fatra and thRohacein the West Tard We took part on thier trips and made a
plan for a ridgewalk all around the Rohacska Vaflejura prepared a detailed plan —
drinking during the walk being the main point. Weemared a 2-liter can of water with lemon
juice.

In the darkness we got up and set off at the cohickawn. We kept a moderate tempo and
went on according the plan. In the middle of theyveagroup of our friends appeared behind
us, obviously trying to catch us up. Suddenly tiesappeared — they had to descend to a lake
and allegedly they drank all the water in it. Odgewalk took about 16 hours; at sunset we
were descending into our camp.

After this success we bought a tent and wantedat& the length and breadth of the west
Slovakia. However we only undertook one 3-days thipa got married and | had to undergo
the surgery of meniscus. | only got back to arduakmg a few years later, when | worked at
the detachment of the Slovak Academy of Sciendgiestany’.

2 TESLA Roznov in RoZnov pod Radhést

3 Vratna dolina (Mal& Fatra), Rok&(Zapadni Tatry)

4 Roh&ska dolina

5 Pieg¥any, west Slovakia. | worked there from October8L97
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There was an agile hiking club at Piestany thaaimed walks in the city environs and coach
trips. In summer 1979 | went with them for a tmpLiow Tatra. We undertook two

ridgewalks; we walked light and even ran in sometshes. It was great mental refreshment
for me after so many troubles experienced durieyipus years. | also took part in football
and volleyball matches organized by workers ofAbademy. Unfortunately | hurt my
operated knee in one of the matches which exclogeffom long walks and runs.

A "?"{'-4 o
The Low Tatra, on Dumbier (2043)
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In the Javorniky hills, 1982, hikers from Piestamyg a local farmer

Pentecost on Radhost

The young people from the Walachian region tradéilty celebrated Pentecost on the
legendary hill Radhost, which towers high aboveuditey of the Becv&. They camped on

the top of the hill and entertained themselvesainous ways. It was announced in 1975 that a
boy died there due to overdose with “chiculi”, atblcleaner that was sniffed as a drug. This
was probably the reason why the Socialist Youtha@ization wanted to give a political
framework to these celebrations. They organize8urimer Meeting of Youth with the
Representatives of Party and Governrhemtthe ridge of Radhost.

By coincidence, there was a march organized osdhee day and | took part in it to while
away the time. The weather was slim — it was wiadgl it rained. The start was at Roznov
and the route continued on Radhost and along dige tio Pustevny. This stretch looks like a
promenade on sunny days. There were few partigparthe march; a young man walking
before me held an umbrella which was pulled awaghleywind. In the middle of the ridge,
there was a row of notice-boards announcing pletlgescialist cause and their discharging.
At a nearby stage, there was a group of boys atligitraditional Walachian costumes,
prepared for a performance.

I don’t know how the meeting went on. When | wasiing back in the evening over the top
of Radhost, the weather was mild, it had cleareddsd was descending down the hillside, |
met a group of young people in military camouflagesses heading uphill.

® Radho$ (1129), Béva, the river flowing through RoZnov pod Radkost
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Heaven on the Earth

In 1961 | spent a part of my summer holidays attvisen industrial town lying in the
Walachian region. Together with two my classmiatemok temporary work at MEZ Vsetin
Works, producing electrical power equipment. Wiilg mates were enjoying their leisure
time at various pleasures, | was hiking in theaumding highlands. The Walachian
Highlands are dotted with small farms — the Walankiused to be shephefds

The highlanders are hospitable — they brought nliengly a glass of water whenever | asked
for it.

I was hiking light, only in shorts and when | catoesome dwelling, | tended to wear more
clothing. At our weekend house we used to wearlshalothes and when we went to the
village for shopping we were instructed to chartd@wever the highlanders received me
better only in shorts. They were modest, hard waykeople.

Nine years later, when | decided to leave Pradue egixperience inspired me to join TESLA
Roznov Works in the same region. Unfortunately,tiimes were getting worse — the
“normalization” had just begun and the working ctinds were turning for the worse. | was
hiking in the highlands, both alone and with frisrmit leisure time was waning...

At one of the organized trips however, | got acqtead with an extraordinary girl — the
“101%-hiker” Blankd®. She worked at TESLA RozZnov and tirelessly wasniijland

organized trips. | joined her together with myrideJura, but the problem lay in the way she
acted — she permanently instructed the others toldd, where to look etc. We tolerated that
(but sometimes did make fun of her), but some Bikefused to join her. She always put on a
solemn face, she couldn’t take a joke.

With Blanka in the rocks, 1972

We took part in theWinter Passage through the Valleys of Slovak Pagidblovak
Paradise is an exceptional national park with dmgyyons that can only been passed in
winter. But most of all we hiked with Blanka in thearby rocks on the Slovak sitiéAt one
of our trips there was eighty-year-old gentlemamagius who fought in First World War.

7 FrantiSek Sebesta, Petr Skoda; we studied elacengineering at Technical College in Prague
8 And according to a legend they came from Romamiafer above

% Blanka Rizickova from Vala$ské Meisi

2 Siovské skaly, Pdinské skaly
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He told us how he served on the front line and seat to make a passage in the barriers for
the morning attack. He crawled to the barriersdgmitinto fire. He hid in a ditch filled with
water and had to stay there till morning. The wéteze over him.

A few years later, about in 1976, Blanka introdunesito Agne%, a girl from the highlands.
Vasek’s farm was near Solan (86%m)belonging to the village Hutisko. | found there
refuge in the difficult times and | could also rgo@ze their way of farming. The life is rather
hard there, but highlanders seldom leave their IsoAthe hills have a charm. One of farm’s
cottages was used by hikers from Brno which broagively social life. We were breathing
there freely— the “normalization” didn’t reach sgin

Originally | walked barefoot everywhere — the patlese covered with grass. Gradually,
however, people started to use cars and motorcydésad of carts and horses and the paths

were graveled; walking barefoot was hardly possﬁlh?.
1] T LIRERE

With Agnes and children in her care, Roznov 1977

In 1978 | left Roznov and Agnes started to worlPrague and we sporadically met there.
Later on she married an Italian and moved to ItAlfew years ago however, it came to my
notice that she returned home to Hutisko. It waa0@7 only that | found myself in Roznov
again; my former colleague, Pavel Onheiser, whaimecthe General Manager of a branch
factory, invited me for a visit. Naturally | usdug opportunity to visit Agnes.

| went by bus to Hutisko and by coincidence | gbftairectly to Vasek’s Farm. | found
Agnes, her sister and husband, Mr. Ottolini, as® &ler mother. | used to know the latter as a
woman of few words, caring only of cows; now sheswheerful and talkative. Agnes’s father
wasn't alive any more. Agnes showed me her prittee-chapel with a dormitory for

believers who are coming for spiritual exercises.&MWIrs Ottolini also took 4 children — two
boys and two girls in their care. We sang toge#mel recalled old times. At parting | told
Agnes: “It’s like in heaven here”.

2t Anezka (Agnes) Vaskova
2 Sol&, U Vask



